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NOTES. 
Tux Week of Prayer has come and gone, and the mere outward circumstances— 
the meetings, the addresses, and even the prayers as offered—are now amongst the 
things of the past. But there is an element in believing prayer that lives on, and 


that is the expectation of answers, and where praygr lias reached the Throne of 


God above, thence, in due time, may answers be confidently expected. It is well, if 
an opening week of prayer be followed by a year of expectation. This will be the 
rightful attitude for the reception of blessing, as was beautifully symbolised by a 
favourite Jewish attitude in prayer—the stretching out the hands upward, as if to 


“ecsive something pat into them from above. In this sense the Apostle Paul 


urges men to “pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands without wrath and 
doubting,” for expectation of blessing to come leads to perseverance in prayer. 
Elijah told his servant seven times to go again to look for the answer, so sure was 
he that his prayer would be answered in God's time. May those who have been 
so lately engaging in prayer for » week, continue instant in prayer and expectation 


throughout the year. 
It is much to be deplored that some of the leading Theological Professors and 


of the new school of Biblical criticism. Hitherto it has been supposed that any 
departare from the views of John Wesley on any important theological subject 
would disqualify any Wesleyan minister or teacher from holding office in the 
denomination : and on the subject of inspiration, and the truth of the Old 
Testament Scriptures generally, Wesley's views are well known to have been the 
very opposite to those of the Dutch and German Rationalists which have been lately 
introduced into England by Professors Driver, Cheyne, and Robertson Smith. 
Happily, there are too many faithful Christians—both ministers and laymen— 
amongst the Wesleyans to allow so serious a departure from fandamental truth to 


as 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (Feb. 1, 1808 


take place without calling forth protests; but unhappily, hitherto, the voice of 


some in authority seems to pronounce in favour of the Professors and others 
whose avowed adoption of the new criticiam has been brought under notice. 


It is for the young generation of ministers and those preparing for the 
Wesleyan Ministry that most concern must be felt. The names and influence of 
teachers who have adopted the new views will carry weight with many who are 
not themselves sufficiently established in belief of the truth of Scripture to reject 
the new criticism: It is sad, itdeed, to think that so large and influential a 
denomination, which, hitherto, has been regarded as gomparatively free from the 
rationalistic epidemic which has invaded almost all other denominations, should 
be in danger of infection. Whatever be the last court of appeal amongst the 
Wesleyans, and we suppose it is “ Conference,” it is much to be hoped that some 


_ puthoritative decision may be given on the point, reassuring to the many earnest 


Christians in the denomination, and showing that Holy Scripture is still regarded 
as it was by the founder of Methediem, and, what is more important, by the 


a ee by inspiration of God” and, therefore, worthy 
of credit. | 


nothing. less than the infallibility of our Lord Himself. No one ean attentively 
read the Gospels without being struck by His teaching as to the credit to be 
attached to Scriptare. Such expressions as “‘ What saith the Scripture?” ‘‘ The 

cannot be broken,” “Ye do’ err, not knowing the Scriptures,” “The 
Scriptures must be fulfilled,” ‘‘ Fools and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken,” “David said by the Holy Ghost.” All these testimonies 
from the lips of our Lord Himself —not to speak of His Apostlese—show how He 


regarded Scripture, and the attempted reply on the part of the rationalists that 


our Lord either was ignorant Himself, or accommodated Himself to the ignorance 
of the age in which He .lived—either supposition should be abhorrent to the 
thoughts of those who believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the living God, 
-whose words are truth, and of whose teaching God has said—‘* Whosoever 
of him.” 


he late Dr. Adolph Saphir, in: hie 


Unity of Seriptare "—has some admirable remarks on this subject. 


** Tt is most important that all Christians should be fully convinced in their own 
minds that the testimony which Jesus bears concerning Moses and the Prophets 
is decisive. It leaves not a vestige of doubt in the mind of anyone who acknow- 
ledges that Jesus is the Son of God. It gives us perfect and incontrovertible 
‘ conviction that the Scriptures of the Old ‘Testament are the Word of God. Maity 
* doubts,' many objections, have been brought against this view, and I can only 
-reghind you in a few words of the tactics of the rationalists who do not believe in 
-the Divinity of: Christ, who attempt te show that our Saviour accommodated 


| Hiimpelf te the prejudices of His contemporaries, and that, although He Himself 


odid ‘mot believe in the inspiration of the Old Testament; or in the existence of 
vBatan, or in those who were possessed of ‘devils as really possessed by them, still — 
_ silapting Himself to the ignorance and weakness of the Jews, and wishing to lead 
~them, a4 it wore, intoa higher and nobler. sphere of thought. He argued with 
‘them from the things ‘which they sdmitied. Thus course of. action :és 


| 
| 
| 
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saggested unworthy of the’ character of an honest man, unworthy of the 
Jesus, Who is God over all blessed 
for ever.” 
Christian Union, said that “while Satan beguiles some towards Ritualiem and 
Romaniem he leads others to Dissent, or keeps them in it," is very properly 


pall out the mote out of thine eye,’ and behold a beam is im thine own eye? 
First cast out the beam out of thine own eye; and then thou shalt see clearly to 


needed was that those who differ from them should come round to their way of 
thinking. 
‘‘All the several different parties amongst us do with one voice pretend to 
be for peace ; but how, and upon what terms? Why that, presently, all the rest 
are to be of their mind; and this is all the peace that most are for. No one 
suspects himself to be in the wrong. All are for peace and union—by which, 
indeed, some more gently mean they hope all will quit their 
opinion, and may (as in great kindness to themselves they take for granted all 
men’s are—but their own) come wholly over to them.” It is 
that these words describe only too truly what is to be found in the 
lees than in John Howe's time. How many are willing to advocate the “ Home 
reunion ” So union with the Established 
Church by conceding their points of separation, but without any thought of 
think similarly as t© what should be required of them. The failure of the two 
great attempts in past times to obtain ‘‘ Home Reunion” at the Hampton Court 
and Savoy Conferences, may be traced to this mutual unwillingness to concede to 
the other side, and, so long as this spirit laste, there is not much to encourage 
hope that any similar attempt at the present day would be more successful. : 


. The Archbishop of Canterbury, in a letter lately published on the subject of 
Charity Organisation, wisely urger union amongst the different bodies engaged in 
the poor, in these words: ‘‘ Make the communication of such bodies with 

each real, where the occasion arises, rather than artificially complete,” 
These words are very suggestive of the difference between the methods pursued 
by advocates of what is called Home Reunion and those of the Evangelical 
Alliance in pursuit of Christian Union. The former seek a union “ artificially 
complete,” but such union, if ever attained, which it is not likely to be, would be 
but “ artificial” after all. ‘The Evangelical Alliance seeks rather to “ make the 
communication of such bodies with each other real” by cultivating brotherly love 
in Christ Jesus, whatever denomination they may belong to. 


reproved by another correspondent, who says that for anyone “‘ who secks for the 
visible union of Christians (to use such language) renders his attempt hopeless ; 
east out the mote out of thy brother's eye.” He then goes on to quote some 
words of John Howe—*‘‘a man of high intellect, deep piety, calm judgment, i 
Catholic spirit, and heavenly wisdom "—which describe an evil which wae prevalent 
in his day, when many advocated Christian union who had no notion of any con- 
cession on their part being required to attain it, but supposed that all that was 


kee 
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The annual Islington Conference of Evangelical Clergy was held on Tuesday, 
January 10th, in the Wilson Memorial Hall, and seems to have been a decided 


success, both as to the numbers who attended, especially of the younger clergy 
and as to the weight and character of the addresses delivered. The presence of 
the Arehdeacon of London (Dr. Sinclair) in the afternoon meeting was warmly 
welcomed, and the Record says that, “as he stepped to the front to read the first 
paper he was given a splendid reception, the significance of which no one could 
mistake.” Archdeacon Sinclair's paper was on the very practical subject of how 
to make use of Christian literature in the propagation of truth and the refutation 
ef error. ‘‘ What I should wish,” he said, “ would be that the best, the most 
standard, the most intelligible of theological works, written from the point of view 
of the Reformation, should be published in a cheap and attractive form, and made 
accessible to everybody, in every place.” He further pointed out that Ritualism 
ewes much of its extension to the diligent propagation of ritualistic literature of a 
cheap and attractive kind. 


The spiritual tone which always distinguishes the Islington clerical meeting 
was well maintained by several speakers, especially by Mr. Webb-Peploe and Mr. 
Handley Moule. The latter protested against “ pessimistic dirges” as to the 
decadence of Evangelical religion. ‘‘ We never work the better or live the better 
for perpetually speaking nothing but evil of our own present conditions. Is there 
not abundance to cheer us? Are there no signs in sight of not an ebbing but a 
rising tide of blessing? When had the fullest gospel of the grace of God freer 
eourse and more glorification in the Church of England than now? When was 
missionary ardour, glowing while deliberate, more common among us? When 
were Evangelical Churchmen generally (to speak of Evangelicals particularly) 
more awake than now upon this very subject of the promise and power of the 
blessed Spirit for life, witness, and work? When, may I venture to ask the 
question, after not a few years of observation, when were so many young men 
rising up in the English ministry—Evangelical, not by tradition only or associa- 


tion, but by conviction, by experience, by spiritual-history.” 


The death of Mrs. the head of the 
Institutions, will be much felt in the sphere over which she has 80 long and so 
ably presided. It is now not far from twenty years since the death of her husband, 
the sainted William Pennefather, and during that time, though latterly with 
enfeebled health, Mrs. Pennefather has wisely directed and skilfully controlled the 
vast organisation of-female mission work which has its centre at Mildmay, and — 
which is known by the self-denying labours of the deaconesses in many quarters 
of London and the Provinces. Whilst Mildmay will, no doubt, keenly feel the 


’ Joss of so able a directress, it is to be hoped that the work over which she has so 
long exercised a hallowed influence will not suffer. There is a special call now 


to all who valued the bright examples of Mr. and Mrs. Pennefather to uphold 
the work for God which they were instrumental in starting. 


The old year did not close without adding one more to the number of 
eminent ministers of the Gospel called home during its course. Dr. Andrew 
Bonar, after a brief illness, “ fell asleep ” on Deo. 80, in his eighty-third year, mach - 
beloved and deservedly venerated by all who knew him. He was licensed to preach 
in 18865, so that he was not very far short of his 60th year of ministry. He was a 


man of much grace and not a little gift—a very embodiment of the spirit of the 
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Evangelical Alliance, of which he was one of the oldest members. 

to many as the biographer of MeCheyne, a man of like spirit with his own, the 
record of whose life has been a blessing to many souls. 
Dr. Black, and Dr. Keith, he undertook a journey to the East in the year 1889, te 


errors, which was said to be an “ insult to the national religion.” We are gled 
to learn from a letter just received from our correspondent, that Vaequasz has 
been released from imprisonment. Thus, although there are from time to time 


true to Reformation principles. One paragraph states that it is reported in Italy 
that Queen Victoria, in the course of her stay in the “ City of Flowers” will 
journey to Rome in order to pay s visit to the Pope. We cannot believe that 
there is any truth in this rumour, but we mention it as an indication of the 
possible desires of those who may be intriguing in that direction. Another 
paragraph states that Archbishop Vaughan, of Westminster, who has recently 
been created Cardinal by the Pope, will arrange his journey back to England so as 
to visit Florence and pay his respects to the British Sovereign. It is difficult to 


> 
. 


37 
inquire into the state of the Jews in Palestine and other countries, which led te 
the establishment of a Mission to the Jews, of which the late Dr. Saphir and his 
family were the first fruits. A very interesting narrative of this expedition was 
written at the time. Scotland can ill afford to lose such a man at such a time as 
the present. 

In our January issue reference was made to a case of religious persecation 
at Algeciras, in Spain. Juan Vasquaz, a Protestant Evangelist, was sentenced 
to imprisonment for writing a letter in a newspaper, exposing some of the Romish 
to find that the article of the Spanish Constitution which grants religious 
toleration to Protestants is not altogether a dead letter. 

Two paragraphs have been going the round of the press recently which are 
calculated to excite the apprehension of those who wish to see our country remain 
understand why this Roman Catholic Prelate should seek thus to disturb the 
privacy of her Majesty's sojourn in a foreign land by thrasting his homage upon 
her there. This, however, again shows the persistent efforts being made by the 
Romish hierarchy in our country to obtain for themselves positions of influence 
and it indicates a tendency on their part which ought not to be overlooked. 

POWER—THE GIFT OF GOD. 


post] 


» which the a 
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t Power from on high,” they were power- dwell in ue; but if, inatend of using thet 
7? Te cin, themselves to do the work which | power, we neglect. mm and seek to dis- 
: but that they were to be clothed and fur. evail us, though, as & matter of tiet, we 
mished with to make the truth are possessed of all power. It would be 
of the Gospel which they had  Uragh would be 
iif pomessed ¢fhici of opening the throttle valve. of 
Without doubt we are ‘as dependent on- and letting on the steam stored 
| this heavenly gift as the first disciples| up in the boiler, get down from his 
Bi were. The lack of results in much of our and seek to push or pull the train by 
ha work may arise from our overlooking this mere human strength. Even if he should 
fi cardinal necessity, or, if not overlooking it call upon all the train men, or the pas- 
a] = « truth, practically neglecting it and angers, to assist him, it would not avail ; 
it deing our work without it. Having the fie abined strength would not be suf- 
tf Gospel, believing it to be true, we are | ficien work. 
to rely the We are aware that all this is so well 
the ‘work of convicting and converting Chriatan tally accepted by every 
4) men. In preaching this truth we rightly Christian worker, that it may seem 
if enough to bear the help of logic and | less to speak of it. But we are so prone 
| ys ye throw into our address to forget or neglect the truth on this 
| oratory, 
Ae we may be possessed of. Good as these | it. The smallness of the 
4. natural powers are, and lawful as it is to follow our preaching and 
they do not take the place of| to win men to Chret makes. 
iB “ power from on high.” The “Lo, I am ee ey of the greater 
H with you alway,” is the promise of power work—* The Lord was wi 
| mear at hand, whenever we undertake the worked mightily.” 
- Wark of the Lord. emPtation to fall back upon natural 
mot sought and a priated, it not ity is at, and it is only con- 
avail us. The Christian worker or preaches stantly ourselves in fan 
: who does not lay hold upon this divine| that our bow may abide in strength. 
gift to do his work is as shee to fail in Especially is this true in the smaller and 
| work as the sinner is sure to fail of getting more ordinary offices in the Christian 
| to God, who neglects or ignores Christ as | service. We may earnestly seek power 
“the Way.” from on high with which to preach a 
Moreover, it is not true that power is| sermon; but we attempt to conduct a 
| given us once for all. We learn from the prayer-meeting, without being careful to 
| Acts that, again and again, after the first tarry before God until we are endued with 
| baptiam of power and| power for that service. To address 
disciples received on the day of Pentecost, multitude with success, we assume, needs 
they sought it afresh and received it | power from God: but to make a pastoral call, 
| afresh. The power with which we wrought | or to speak to a single soul by the wayside, 
for God to-day, will not serve our need in | does not need such a spiritual supplement. 
the work to-morrow. The endowment of power is also as 
The power of the Holy Ghost for service essential for the private Christian in ‘his 
i» a different gift from the Holy Ghost. life and work as it is for the minister in | 
the indwelling Comforter. At least, if it | his; and yet we have reason to believe 
is not a new coming of the Holy Ghost truth almoet Ca 0s People ignore the 
| upon us, it is @ new application of His truth almost entirely. Our Himself 
ay oe us for use in service. A did no work, however small, in connexion 
| might give to his son a letter of | with His +s: > * the 
credit with which to travel around the! of God”; that He 
world on business for him ; but if, instead oc of the Holy Ghost with 
| ny again and again drawing on his credit which to discharge His minicee If this 
he should seek to “ work Of Him, how much more it is moet 
) would be practically as poor as if had | that we should wait upon God befoss 
mo letter of credit. given even the smallest servies for 
power by giving us the Holy host to Him !—/8 ted. ) 
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pereans questions—thhe one refers to a loan nevertheless, for the while 
suiting Your readers will decided to postpone ihe 
remember that the permission to contract in order to see clearly far the 
. special state law, after many conferences The second question was 
4 held on the subject during number of the formation of Province 
7 years. It was proposed to raise 4,000,000 Berlin—an old wish of the “ Liberals.” 
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ALDERsHor. — Our meetings were a Bursrot axp correspon- 
great blessing to us, but poorly attended. dent writes: “Our Week of prayer te 
spite of the severe Passed. and we have much 
weather large attendances at the Week of | reason to God for the spirit which - 
Prayer are from this city— Pres. pervaded it, and for the attendance, which 
byteriens, Methodists i | cue mecting We 
prominent part, and the people Asylum 
much devout interest. Music Hall, holds about 250 when 
Barn.—Most ing reports reach well filled, and our © attendance for 
ws of the interest manifested in the 160, or there- 
meetings here. Mr. Thomas writes: | abouts. © pray that the Lord now 
~ The attendances have been quite as large. send down the blessings for which His 
than some previous | servants have waite? that abundantly.” 
All the meetings unity most marked.” CaLx®.—United meetings, arranged by 
All the meetings were on | the Committee of the Young Men‘s 
hall—every evening at 7.30 ; on Monday, Christian Association, and attended by 
Wednesday and Friday at 3 p.m.; and on ives of several branches of the 
Tuesday and Thursday at 11.30 am. At Church in that town, wore 
the first meeting the Rev. Canon Brooke, Exchange on three evenings during the 
rector of Bath, presided ; and ministers of week. The attendance (considering the 
various denominations conducted the re. weather) and the general spirit and tone of 
maining meetings. the meetings were encouraging. 
Beproxy.—The Week of Prayer was CIRENCESTER. A writes : 
observed here by meetings held every “ Meetings were ey, ence) 
afternoon, from Monday to Friday in- although the weather was most severe, the 
cinsive, in St. Cuthbert's Mission Hall attendance was fairly good and the 
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the ‘presence and aid of the lich’ 
offered their behalf’ ” offered devout 
were held daily in presen 
commencing on Monday, at noon, when wae Observed here, the meetings 
! the Bishop presided. held at the Church Institute, 
day of over by the vicar, the Rev. Canon 
every of the Galey an: 
7A service present felt them to be of power and 
| and « ith the meetings 
eee series of meetings. held here, our correspondent notes: « 
combined the meetings here were not More point and purpose than usual.” 
as well attended as in gat pears Kerrzamo.—The Rev. E. 8. Thies, 
Hastixes AED Sr. \ Lzowanps.—The who acted as honorary » Writes : 
insertion of the following: report from ous “The here 
Correspondent give us great plessure—it were full of and , and, 
will be read by word of good | considering the weather, were 
cheer: “Notwithstanding the severe when attended. We concluded the series 
weather, a most successful "The Secramental Service on Sunday, 
penne wate curried out here. The co- 8th, when some hundreds of Christian 
Institute, wa The Service was « hallowed and memorable 
and through: one. I have pleasure in remitting £2 as 
were charac a honation to the funds of the Evangelical | 
ip and int Lauwn.—United Meeti 
Alfred Hall, attended. Prayer was 
Ministers’ laymen connected with 
been mac meetings, in 
assistance | seq severe weather, were only 
asmsted in the wauly attended on the whole, but ther 
churehes had blessing. tall of spiritual 
cheerfully to the comfort af . and all felt it was the best way to besten 
rt from Lixgricx.— season of prayer 
Platform. ‘The. long been observed in Limerick On this 
tian Young good in spite of the severity of the 
held every Monday at noon, will be meet; were 
i held in the Constitutional 
the have been tions were made on behalfol the 
im cty—in morning at rooms Alliance. 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, T A, eigh, hon. 
clergymen of | eeretary, writes: Week 
of worship and at the Young in the al, Hack 


—_ 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. (Feb. 1, 1883. 
the other clergy stood characterised those mentioned, and Chris. 
I time are confidently expecting great 
| mde! meagitnd was blessing in answer to united prayer during 
| a We were the year on which we have entered. 
evening, except the weather verity 
oe. of the weather the meetings in the W. 
the weather and the opposition, and best by 8 Slowed 
of all, These in Westbury, Wilts. 
gpa Meetings were 
They have held at the Young Men's Christian Asso. 
to the High Church Ciation at 11.30 every morning during the 
loudly about . but Week of Prayer. The i were 
[* Prayer met in the same place in 
Week of United and 
Kant $ iving to uphold, has been kept at 
Wel services of an unsectarian nature 
Week the Congregational Scheclroom. 
by the local branch of ¢ — Wrxcawrox. — Encouraging reports 
M morning at the ¥ Hall, | “tended than last year, a good number 
| of 4 united pervaded. 
bearing Winxcuestr — Meetings have been 
_mesting— held in this city at the Masonic Hall each 
od Thanks. day, from 12 to 1 p.m. and from 8 to 9 p.m. 
of Psalm weather, the 
num attending them not 
specially quite #0 large as usual ; one or two of the 
fore them. Cvening meetings have, however, been well 
opened with attended. 
fession, fol. Wexrorp.—Meetings were held each 
, Protestant clergy of town 
the Hon. cordially united in the services. 
he ~weekly| Yorx.—In this ci an earnest and able 
Committee arranged very thoughtfully 
te | gutherng which took 
On Tuesday the Place then, arranging meetings 4 
“The Church Jan. 2—T) in the afternoon and evening, 
A. Up all with United Sacramental 
(St. Peter's) in| * exchange of 
been the Rev. Dr. chin THE WEEK OF PRAYER ABRoap. 
ining We have already received reports from 
were some of the ‘nearer foreign countries re. 
the mme earnest and devout tone which garding the observance of the Week of 
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a sucorss. We felt that the Spirit of | happiness of many of those mountaineers, 
Many. were have very hard work in the struggle 
7 brought to accept salvation, to the joy and for life, but are very rich in Christ. 
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Tue annual meeting of this Branch, | Missionary Society , and Mr. George 
was held on Dec. 14, and appears to have | Clarke. . 
been even more successful usual. The Chairman on 
was held in the afternoon, | Referring to this of the Alliance, 
the North November 
inati poet. A|and ‘himself were the only survivi 
was held in rg earlier subscribers. It hed gone on with 
chair was occupied by but he was 
and the speakers were Dr. | satisfied that all who had entered into the 
Macfarlane, of New Guinea (London | spirit of the Psalmist’s words had found 
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